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Originally designed by Bark in 2002
for a young couple starting a family,
the original premise of the Marcus
Beach house was one of authenticity,
economy, durability and simplicity. In
2009, a change of ownership to a semi-
retired couple with a large extended
family provided the opportunity
to explore its design flexibility and
initiate some early design concepts
and some alterations and additions to
further refine the dwelling for its new
occupants, seven years later.

Sited 250 meters away from Marcus
Beach, Sunshine Coast, the basic
"pavilion" plan was sketched out in
the sand during an early site visit. A
simple diagram of two timber pavilions
placed either side of a venerable 50-
year-old Morton Bay Ash ensures
that the tree takes central stage to
the scale, proportions and life of the
house around it.

Celebrating its natural and coastal
setting, the house provides its
occupants with an inextricable link
to the landscape. Exploring ideas
of lightness, layers of transparency
and integrating indoor / outdoor
living within dynamic patterns of
light and shadow, the Marcus Beach
house is a simple frame to enable
a contemporary coastal lifestyle to
unfold within a very special landscape.

.............................................................

Architects: Stephen Guthrie, Lindy Atkin
Firm: Bark Design Architects

Location: Australia

Area: 280 m?

Photographer: Christopher Frederick Jones
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Legend

Master Bed Deck 7
Master Bedroom 8
Main Ensuite 9
Bedroom 2 10
Bridge Link 1"

Study / Desk

Bathroom

Moreton Bay Ash
Bedroom 3
Bedroom 3 & 4 Deck
Bedroom 4

Legend

Laundry
we

Bridge Link
Entry Platforms and Seat
Pool Deck

Living Room Joinery
Study Pop Out Above

Nooswn o

8 Courtyard / Moreton Bay Ash
9 Garage

10 Driveway

11 Living / Dining

12 Kitchen

13 Double Hight Outdoor Space
14 Swimming Pool

O

141



142

2002 Bark
2009

250
50

143





